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Ancient Egyptian Astronomy
video
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Ancient Astronomy

- Early Greeks

- Aristotle stated the Earth was at the center of the uruverse

- Eratosthenes (276-124 B calculated the size of the Earth to within 1.5 %
of actual value
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Hipparchus (2nd century B.C.)- createdstar charts (850 stars)
divided in 6 groups by brightness, determined length of the
year (within minutes), and predicted lunar eclipses (within
hours) 2015
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Anatomy of a Lunar Eclipse

A total lunar eclipse can only occur at Full Moon, when Earth blocks the
sunlight normally reflected by the Moon. Some sunlight is bent through
Earth's atmosphere, typically allowing the Meon a coppery glow. This
diagram, not to scale, looks down on the solar system from above.
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Ptolemy video

- Ptolemy- devised an Earth Centered system for the solar system, he used
epicyeles (circles within circles) to explain retrograde motion ( the apparent
backward motion of planets as they arbit the sun)

*The Catholic Church adopted the Ptolemaic System of the Solar Systemn
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